events, the politicians participating in the Fatherland Front (FF) government represented, for a time, no one but themselves. Power was there for the taking and the communists seemed the most likely contenders, as a coherent group deeply antagonistic to the previous regime on both personal and ideological grounds. The FF's seizure of power seems to have been almost unresisted and indeed surprising to the majority of Bulgarians. Sheltered as they had been from the turmoil of war, and basically content with their situation, they were naturally dismayed to see previously marginalized elements such as the partisans ascend to the top, and a foreign army which had always seemed so distant, appear suddenly in their midst. The communists did not hesitate to exploit the opportunity, indeed, many of them thought that their moment had arrived and a transition to 'Soviet' power was imminent. Nor was Bulgaria exceptional: the communists in other Eastern European countries were presented with similar windows of opportunity.
1
Communists throughout Bulgaria, lacking as they did any form of regular communication with the Sofia leadership, were as surprised as everyone else at the ease and speed of their victory. Although there was little doubt by the beginning of September that the government's authority -or, rather, its willingness to enforce it -was visibly weakening, the local army and police still seemed a formidable obstacle. The news of the Soviet declaration of war and the entry of the Soviet army into Bulgaria undoubtedly made the partisans bolder. It was, however, only on the morning of 9 September, after the announcement of an FF government in Sofia, with the ministries of the interior and justice in communist hands, that the partisans dared to contemplate approaching the major population centres. In most cases, the seizure of power in the provinces was accomplished with astonishing, and indeed comic, ease, often taking the form of telephone conversations between the would-be revolutionaries and panic stricken local officials and army officers. The takeover was given a semblance of legality, and made virtually impossible to obstruct, by an order of the interior minister to all state officials to facilitate the transfer of power to local FF committees. The committees themselves had to be created from scratch in most localities. On 9 September, there had been only about seven hundred such committees, spread thinly across the country. By December 1944, there were over seven thousand, with the communists, being the first on the ground and undoubtedly the most credible opponents of the previous regime, occupying most of the positions. They represented no fewer than 54 per cent of committee members, and an even higher proportion of the chairmen and secretaries.
2 The old administration was
